
7/15/2010

1

Objectives

Understand:

1. Wildfire risks and facts

2. Mitigation measures

3. Funding sources

4. Resources for additional 

information

Wildfire Risks and Facts

Statistics

Wildfire risk areas

Seasonal differences

Major Causes of Wildfire

in Florida

28 Year History 10 Year History

Lightning 17% 23%

Debris burning 20% 21%

Arson 24% 17%

28 Year History 10 Year History

Human Caused 83% 77%

Lightning 17% 23%
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Wildfire Risk Areas Southern Risk Assessment

Level of 
Concern

Published Results Mapping

Level of ConcernWFSI

LOC Counties

R
a
n
k

County
% of county acreage
in LOC Level 7, 8, & 9

1 LEE 39%
2 CITRUS 32%
3 SARASOTA 28%
4 SEMINOLE 28%
5 HERNANDO 25%
6 POLK 25%
7 MARTIN 25%
8 HILLSBOROUGH 24%
9 ORANGE 22%
10 VOLUSIA 22%

R
a
n
k

County
% of county acreage
in LOC Level 7, 8, & 9

11 LAKE 22%
12 PASCO 21%
13 BREVARD 21%
14 CHARLOTTE 20%
15 MARION 19%
16 FLAGLER 19%
17 ST. LUCIE 18%
18 HIGHLANDS 17%
19 OKEECHOBEE 17%
20 INDIAN RIVER 15%
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At Risk

LOC Level 7, 8, & 9

Lives at risk 3,670,849

Values at risk $695.59 billion

Mitigation Measures

What is wildfire mitigation?

Fuel reduction 

techniques designed to favorably alter 
wildfire behavioré

échanging the quantity and/or the 
physical qualities of wildfire fuel.

Community education

Why mitigate?

80% of wildfires in Florida involve 
structures

ÂCost of human safety

ÂStructure damage

10 homes threatened can mean costs 
running into the millions

(through 7/11/10)

V6 homes (1 business) destroyed

V14 homes damaged

V410 homes (23 businesses) threatened

V22 Outbuildings destroyed

V12 Outbuildings damaged

V95 Outbuildings threatened
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(2009)

V20 homes (2 businesses) destroyed

V74 homes (1 business) damaged

V1,618 homes (92 businesses) threatened

V98 Outbuildings destroyed

V52 Outbuildings damaged

V297 Outbuildings threatened

Wildland/Urban Interface

Growing population Growing problem

Increased need for fire protection

Decrease in available funds

Suppression Cost

Tractor Plow Unit (Type 2) $  108

Brush Truck (Type 6) $    48

Fixed Wing (Type 3) $     110

Helicopter (Type 2) $  900

DOF Personnel (5) $  110

Hourly Total $  1,276

½ Day $  5,104



7/15/2010

5

Air Support

Type 2 Helicopter $   900 per flight hour

SEAT * $1,600 per flight hour

Heavy Air Tanker $6,055 per flight hour

*Single Engine Air Tanker

ÅHelicopter (Type 2) $  3,600

ÅSEAT (2 @ 3 hrs flight - 6 drops ) $  9,600

ÅTanker (1 @ 10 hrs flight - 5 drops ) $60,550

$73,750

Å½ Day (DOF) $  5,104

$78,854

Based on 2007 contract costs

3 methods

ÅFuel reduction along strategic corridors to 

limit fire spread

ÅFuel reduction around communities or 

individual homes

ÅCommunity education

Prescribed Fire is a 

safe way to apply a 

natural process, 

ensure ecosystem 

health, and reduce

wildfire risk 

Rx Fire
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Drum chopper

$110/day

Gyro Track

$143/hr

Posi Track

$88/hr

Operator

$22/hr

Better Community Planning Community Planning

Comprehensive Plan

Land Development Code

Zoning

Vegetation Management

Development Orders

Regulations


